
Academic Paragraph Building Template 
Directions: Use this template to brainstorm ideas for your academic literary analysis paragraph 
on the story of your choice.   

Topic Sentence: (include Title, in quotes, author, and genre (short story), as well as your 
overall claim, addressing the prompt. 

 

Context: Here, provide a clarifying reference for your quotation.  Follow the questions in 
italics below, as well as the model provided, for guidance. 

 

Concrete detail with lead-in: Choose one of the quotations from last class’ 
worksheet and make sure the sentence doesn’t begin right off the bat with a quotation mark.  
Use a transition word or phrase to help with this lead-in. 

 

Commentary X3, 4, or even 5 (we are so good, we’ll shoot for four+ sentences here): 
Here, you are looking at the quotation just used, and looking for obvious, or sometimes subtle, 

In the story, “The Scarlet Ibis,” by James Hurst, the author  

(Where in the story will your first quotation take place?  What are some significant events, people, settings, etc. that we need to know in 
order to understand the quotation better?) 

 
 



clues that help point to your theory. Remember, you are focusing on how the literary device 
you’ve mentioned helps shape a character, and ultimately impacts the reader. 

 

Context: Here, provide a clarifying reference for your quotation.  Follow the questions in 
italics below, as well as the model provided, for guidance. 

 
 

Concrete detail with lead-in: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Include: Clarification on the quotation/ paraphrase (if necessary), how the quotation points to something significant we 
otherwise do not know about the character, why this revelation is particularly significant, and how this character 
trait—and the way that it is revealed—is uniquely significant to the reader.  Use transition words! 

(Where in the story will your second quotation take place?  What are some significant events, people, settings, etc. that we need to know in 
order to understand the quotation better?) 
 

Della soothes the shock of Jim by stating, “Maybe the hairs on my head could be counted . . . but no one could ever 
count my love for you” (5).   



 

Commentary X3 or 4 (using the same criteria as above) 
 

 
 
 

Concluding sentence: Here, wrap things up, in a way that leaves the reader feeling 
satisfied.  You can either apply something to the reader, or you can create a cheesy statement 
about the story. 
 

 

Therefore, since we can see that 


